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SUBJECT: LIBERIA-SIERRA LEONE UNION PACT SIGNED 

REF (A) MONROVIA 5153 
(B) FREETOWN 1610 

1. THE MANO RIVER DECLARATION WAS SIGNED THIS WEEK BY PRESIDENTS 
STEVENS AND TOLBERT AT A CEREMONY IN THE TOWN OF MALEMA OF THE 
PEJEHUN DISTRICT OF SIERRA LEONE. REPORTS OF THE SIGNING EMPHASIZED 
THAT THE FIRST PHASE OF THE DECLARATION'S IMPLEMENTATION WOULD BE 
COMPLETED NOT LATER THAN JANUARY 1, 1977. THIS FIRST PHASE WILL CENTER 

ON SUCH MEASURES AS TRADE LIBERALIZATION AND HARMONIZATION OF IMPORT 
DUTIES, STEPS PREPREQUISITE TO THE FORMATION OF THE CUSTOMS UNION. 

2. IT WAS ALSO NOTED THAT THE SECRETARIAT OF THE UNION IS TO BE 
ESTABLISHED IN FREETOWN NOT LATER THAN JANUARY 1974. THE CUSTOMS TRAI- 
NING 

SCHOOL IS TO BE ESTABLISHED IN MONROVIA AS SOON AS FEASIBLE. 

3. THE DECLARATION NOTES THAT THE UNION SHALL BE OPEN TO PARTICIPATION 
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TO ALL STATES IN THE WESTERN AFRICA SUB-REGION WHO SUBSCRIBE TO THE 
PRINCIPLES OF THE UNION. 

4. COMMENT: BOTH PRESIDENT STEVENS AND PRESIDENT TOLBERT MADE THE MOST 

OF THE OCCASION NOTING THE HISTORIC IMPORTANCE OF THIS STEP. 

PRESIDENT TOLBERT NOTED WITH A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF HYPERBOLE THAT 
"THE WORLD IS WATCHING TO SEE WHAT WILL BE COMING OF THIS UNION". 
PRESIDENT STEVENS MADE REFERENCE TO BIBLICAL STORIES OF CHRIST 
AND THE FISHERMAN IN ADVISING THE PEOPLES OF SIERRA LEONE AND 
LIBERIA TO "CAST THEIR NETS WHERE THEY ARE". JUST WHAT THEY 
WILL CATCH REMAINS TO BE SEEN. 
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